
 

The Fifth Sunday of  Easter 
May 3, 2026 

 

Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church — LCMS 



page 2 
 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1300 OAK RIDGE TURNPIKE, OAK RIDGE, TN  

(865)483-5431 faith@faithlutheranoakridge.org facebook.com/FaithOakRidge 

Pastor: 
Rev. Chase Lefort (919-610-9219) 
pastor@faithlutheranoakridge.org 

 

Associate Pastor: 
Rev. George Smith (865-742-7595) 

ascpastor@faithlutheranoakridge.org 

 Organ Team: Shirley Kaiser Choir Director: Mairzy Truex 

Elder of the day: Darrell Bultman 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Divine Service Setting One 
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Welcome to worship! If you are a visitor, we are especially glad to have you join us for worship. Please 
sign our guest book in the narthex. If you put your email address on the pew card in front of you, we 
will send our newsletter. An Elder is in the church narthex to answer questions or assist you. 
 

All children—even noisy ones!—are welcome in the sanctuary to worship with the congregation. If 
desired, there is a ‘Cry Room’ located adjacent to the Sanctuary for your convenience. 
 

We are blessed to have the Lord feed us through the miracle of His Supper! In this meal of grace, Jesus 
gives us His true body with the bread we eat and His true blood with the wine we drink in order to 
forgive our sins, strengthen our faith, and renew our lives! All baptized Christians who believe this and 
have been instructed are invited to partake of His precious meal. Children who have not yet received 
communion instruction are encouraged to come forward for a blessing. If you have any questions, 
please see the pastor or an elder, we would love to meet you. Gluten-free wafers are available upon 
request. Both the Common Cup and Individual Cups are offered. For those unable to drink wine, there 
is grape juice in the center ring of each Communion tray. 

This Week’s Calendar 

Day Date Time Event Location 
M-W  4-6  Mid-South East Pastor’s Conference in Pigeon Forge 

Tues 5 10:00am Men’s Prayer Group ........................................................................................... Library 

Wed 6 10:00am No Bible Class .................................................................................. (Pastors Conference) 

   6:30pm Choir Practice ............................................................................................... Music Room 

Thurs  7 10:00am Zoom Bible Class ................................................................................................... Zoom 

   6:30pm BOD Meeting .................................................................................................. Room 224 

   7:00pm No Zoom Bible Class ............................................................................ (BOD Meeting) 

Sun 10 9:30am Sunday School ........................................................................................ Fellowship Hall 

   10:30am Matins Service ................................................................................................... Sanctuary 
 

Flowers: Today’s flowers are given by Ken & Janelle Smith in honor of their 3rd wedding anniversary.  
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Hymn of the month: The nephew of famed poet William Wordsworth, Christopher (1807-
1885) was gifted as his uncle was, not only in words but also in theology; he was a reformer in 
the Church of England, and wrote some hymns you may know (LSB 394, 477, 906). See the 
Lord Ascends in Triumph exults in the ascended Christ who fulfills all of the great Old Testament 
figures (here we mention Enoch, Aaron, Joshua, and Elijah); and gives thanks that He has 
raised our human nature with him in his ascension. 
 

 

494 See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85, abr., alt.; Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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(The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination) 

Confession of Sins 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

Introit Psalm 30:1–5; antiphon: Psalm 149:1

A Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, 
 his praise in the assembly of the godly! 

 

A I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up 
 and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 
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C O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, 
 and you have healed me. 

A O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; 
 you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit. 

C Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, 
 and give thanks to his holy name. 

A For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. 
 Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 

 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

A Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, 
 his praise in the assembly of the godly! 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 

 

 

 

 



page 6 

 

 

 

 

 
This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love 
what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of 
this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 C Amen. 

(You may be seated) 

Old Testament Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60 
L The Old Testament reading comes from Acts, chapters six and seven. 
 

1Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the 
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily 
distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not 
right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, 
pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom 
we will appoint to this duty. 4But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the 
word.” 5And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full 
of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and 
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6These they set before the apostles, and they 
prayed and laid their hands on them. 

7And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied 
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 

8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the 
people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was 
called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, 
rose up and disputed with Stephen. . . . 
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 2And Stephen said: 
 “Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . . 

 51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the 
Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets did not your fathers 
persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous 
One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53you who received the law as 
delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 
54Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at 

him. 55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the 
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57But they cried out with a loud voice and 
stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58Then they cast him out of the city and stoned 
him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
59And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And 
falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Choral Anthem        Lead Me Lord 
 by Samuel S. Wesley, Lorenz Publishing Co. 

 

Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness, Make thy way plain before my face. 
Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness, Make thy way plain before my face. 

 

For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord, only, That makest me dwell in safety 
For it is thou, Lord, thou ,Lord, only, That makest me dwell in safety 

 

Lead me, lead me in thy righteousness, Make thy way plain before my face. 
Lead me, lead me in thy righteousness, Make thy way plain before my face. 

 

For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord, only, That makest me dwell in safety 
For it is thou, Lord, thou ,Lord, only, That makest me dwell in safety 

 

Epistle 1 Peter 2:2–10 
L The Epistle reading comes from Peter, chapter two. 
 

2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to 
salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 
precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands 
in Scripture: 
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“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
 a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 
 has become the cornerstone,” 

8and 

“A stone of stumbling, 
 and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 

possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

(Please stand as you are able) 

Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 14:1–14 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my 
Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare 
a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you 
to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you know the way to where I am going.” 
5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 



page 10 

Father except through me. 7If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9Jesus said to 
him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen 
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my 
own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 

12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 
greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13Whatever you ask in 
my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me anything 
in my name, I will do it.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

(You may be seated) 

 

633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

 

 

 
 

 



5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, 

You have brought us life and light. 

    Alleluia! 
 

6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise, 

And Your saints in You shall rise. 

    Alleluia! 
 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. 

    Alleluia! 
 

D 8 Father, who the crown shall 

give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Three in One, Your name we praise. 

    Alleluia! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 

Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon  

(Please stand as you are able) 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
A In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

A For all God’s adopted children in Christ, that they would long for the pure spiritual milk of 
the Word, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

A For the ministers of the Word, that they may be devoted to their task and to prayer; and for 
many servants in God’s Church, that neither the preaching nor the care of His people may 
fall into neglect; and especially for Grace Lutheran Church in Knoxville, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

A For parents, that they would raise up their children to know Christ as their help and hope, 
and not put their trust in princes in whom there is no salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

A For good government; for Donald, our president; the Congress of the United States; Bill, 
our governor; and all civil servants, that they may honor the holy God, establishing order 
and justice, encouraging virtue, and protecting all life, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
  

A For all who have requested our prayers, [especially _____________,] that the Father of 
glory, whose Son declared Himself to be the way, the truth and the life, would give them a 
sure and steadfast hope in Him who has prepared a place for them where pain and sickness 
are no more and all things are made new, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
  

A For the Church, God’s chosen race, royal priesthood and holy nation, that He would 
preserve us by this Sacrament in true faith as the people of His own possession, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
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A In thanksgiving for Stephen, whom Christ has received into glory, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

A For faith and love in imitation of the Church’s first martyr, that we may speak Christ’s truth 
with boldness, forgive those who persecute us, and fall asleep in Jesus, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

A To Him we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to 
praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very 
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He 
has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore 
with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 
angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 
of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, 
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in 
His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
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You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 

Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed 
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those  who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 

(You may be seated) 
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Distribution Hymns 
 

517 By All Your Saints in Warfare sts. 1, 7, 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 1823–1913, alt. 

Tune: English; coll. and arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 

Text: Public domain 

Tune: Public domain 
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846 Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821–91, alt. 

Tune: English; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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703 How Can I Thank You, Lord 

 

 

 

 
Text: David Denicke, 1603–80; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

(Following the distribution of the Sacrament, please stand as you are able) 
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Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your passion. 
Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of 
Your redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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726 Evening and Morning 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; (sts. 1–2): tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt.; (sts. 3–4): tr. Hermann H. M. Brueckner, 1866–1942, alt. 

Tune: Johann G. Ebeling, 1637–76 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Prayer List 

April 30, 2026 

Thanksgiving 

➢ Pam Ogden is pain-free and her hip prosthesis 

is in good shape. 

Grief 

➢ Bill Ebert died April 20. 

Cancer 

➢ Karen Stevenson, lung cancer 

➢ The Johnsons’ friend Jack Nolan, cancer 

➢ Mairzy Truex’s friend Jesse Sneed, 

cancer 

➢ Eddie Ryan, Tracy’s brother-in-law, now 

requires extra oxygen to breathe. 

➢ Regina Hinkle has recurrent breast cancer. 

➢ Bret’s brother, Ross Cole, has cancer in his 

brain stem. 

➢ Jeannie Nelson’s cousin, Gary Vilbaum, has 

not fully recovered from lung cancer. 

➢ Mairzy’s friend, Emy Center, has a recurrent 

pelvic cancer. 

➢ Debra Cole’s friend, Frank Mazzariello, has 

stage three lung cancer. 

➢ Bob and Suzanne’s niece, Alicia Smith, has 

stomach cancer. 

Health and other concerns 

➢ Linda Debner’s daughter, Amy, has severe 

chronic pain. 

➢ Hunter Brown, Jane Miniard’s grandson, 

multiple health issues. 

➢ Deborah Phillips, Jane Miniard’s friend, has 

heart problems. 

➢ The Ogden’s friend, Ricky Radomski, has 

been placed in palliative care. 

➢ Linda’s brother-in-law, Ron Debner, declining 

health. 

➢ Lloyd Hinkle’s friend, Elise Erickson, has 

chronic pulmonary insufficiency. 

➢ Annette Hansel, Scott’s sister-in-law, heart 

failure and complications from surgery 

➢ Mairzy’s friend, Paul Reutter, severe ongoing 

medical issues and pain. 

➢ Mairzy’s friend, Megan, age 30, has 

disseminated cancer. 

➢ Mairzy’s friend, Barbara Leonard, has a painful 

fracture from a fall. 

➢ Tina Schmitt, spinal problems. 

➢ Carol Noe’s friend, Rosa Schutz, had a stroke. 

➢ John Kuehl needs strength and energy at home. 

➢ Emma Clark’s friend at the hospital is having 

family problems. 

➢ Jill Wilson’s friend’s premature baby, Bailee 

Grayce, needs protection and growth. 

➢ Bonnie Saupp, recovering from shoulder surgery 

Apr 16. 

➢ David Benzenhafer, Tom’s brother, has severe 

viral pneumonia. 

➢ Mairzy Truex had shoulder surgery Apr 23. 

➢ Wachob’s son’s future MIL, Kay Bloemer, had a 

Cerebellar Stroke. 

Shut-Ins 
Marti Aperans Bill Koch Natalie Paret 
Virginia Miller Marvin Owens Karen Stevenson 
Leon and Doug Cochran  

 


