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The Fifth Sunday of Epiphany 
The Order of Matins 

Cover art: Virgin and Child with Angel (1475–85) by Botticelli 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! If you are visiting, we are especially glad to have you with us. 
Please sign our guest book in the narthex. If you put your email address on the pew card in 
front of you, we will send our newsletter. An Elder is posted near the door to answer 
questions or assist you. 
 

All children—even noisy ones!—are welcome in the sanctuary to worship with the 
congregation. If desired, there is a ‘Cry Room’ located adjacent to the Sanctuary for your 
convenience. 

Prayer upon entering: 
O holy and most merciful God, You have taught us the way of Your commandments. We 
implore You to pour out Your grace into our hearts. Cause it to bear fruit in us that, being 
ever mindful of Your mercies and Your laws, we may always be directed to Your will and 
daily increase in love toward You and one another. Enable us to resist all evil and to live a 
godly life. Help us to follow the example of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and to walk in 
His steps until we shall possess the kingdom that has been prepared for us in heaven; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

This Week’s Calendar 

Mon 9 10:00am – Quilters Meet ..........................................................................................  
6:00pm – Elders Meet ...............................................................................................  

Fellowship Hall 
Fellowship Hall 

Tue 10 10:00am – Staff Meeting...........................................................................................  Pastor’s Office 

Wed 11 10:00am – Bible Class ...............................................................................................  
6:00pm – Dinner @ Praise Lutheran .....................................................................  
7:00pm – Singing Workshop @ Praise Lutheran (pt. 1: vocal technique) ......  

Fellowship Hall 
Praise Lutheran Church 
Praise Lutheran Church 

Thur 12 1:00pm – Caregivers ..................................................................................................  
6:30pm – Choir Practice ...........................................................................................  

Fellowship Hall   
Choir Loft 

Sun 15 9:30am – Bible Class .................................................................................................  
10:30am – Divine Service .........................................................................................  

Fellowship Hall 
Sanctuary 

Flowers: Todays flowers are given by Elaine Thompson, in honor of her and Phil’s 72nd 
Anniversary. 
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Hymn of the month: As an Easter Church, we are always joyful in the resurrection of our Lord, but 

during the season of Lent our joy is more restrained as the season focuses on penitence, or sorrow for 

sins. One of the ways we observe this is through the removal of ‘alleluia’s from the service. ‘Alleluia’ is 

a Hebrew phrase of joy that means ‘praise the Lord.’ ‘Alleluia, Song of Gladness,’ typically sung on 

Transfiguration Sunday, is a way to say goodbye to our ‘alleluias’ until Easter.  

 

 

417 Alleluia, Song of Gladness 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 11th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: John Goss, 1800–80 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Opening Versicles Psalms 51:5; 70:1 
A O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

A Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord.  
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C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia. 

 

+ PSALMODY + 
Antiphon 

 

 
 

Venite Psalm 95:1–7 

 

 

 

A 
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 Antiphon 

 

 
 

Introit Psalm 73:1–5, 12–13, 16–19, 23–28

A 1Truly God is good to Israel, 
 to those who are pure in heart. 

A 2But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled, 
 my steps had nearly slipped. 

C 3For I was envious of the arrogant 
 when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 

A 4For they have no pangs until death; 
 their bodies are fat and sleek. 

C 5They are not in trouble as others are; 
 they are not stricken like the rest of mankind. 

A 12Behold, these are the wicked; 
 always at ease, they increase in riches. 

C 13All in vain have I kept my heart clean 
 and washed my hands in innocence. 

A 16But when I thought how to understand this, 
 it seemed to me a wearisome task, 

C 17until I went into the sanctuary of God; 
 then I discerned their end. 

A 18Truly you set them in slippery places; 
 you make them fall to ruin. 

A 
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C 19How they are destroyed in a moment, 
 swept away utterly by terrors! 

A 23Nevertheless, I am continually with you; 
 you hold my right hand. 

C 24You guide me with your counsel, 
 and afterward you will receive me to glory. 

A 25Whom have I in heaven but you? 
 And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. 

C 26My flesh and my heart may fail, 
 but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 

A 27For behold, those who are far from you shall perish; 
 you put an end to everyone who is unfaithful to you. 

C 28But for me it is good to be near God; 
 I have made the Lord GOD my refuge, 
 that I may tell of all your works. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

A 1Truly God is good to Israel, 
 to those who are pure in heart. 

(You may be seated)  

 

696 O God, My Faithful God 
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5 Let me depart this life 

    Confiding in my Savior; 

By grace receive my soul 

    That it may live forever; 

And let my body have 

    A quiet resting place 

Within a Christian grave; 

    And let it sleep in peace. 
 

6 And on that final day 

    When all the dead are waking, 

Stretch out Your mighty hand, 

    My deathly slumber breaking. 

Then let me hear Your voice, 

    Redeem this earthly frame, 

And bid me to rejoice 

    With those who love Your name. 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

+ READINGS + 

First Reading  Isaiah 49:13–16 
L A reading from Isaiah, chapter forty-nine. 

13Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; 
 break forth, O mountains, into singing! 
for the LORD has comforted his people 
 and will have compassion on his afflicted. 
14But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me; 
 my Lord has forgotten me.” 
15“Can a woman forget her nursing child, 
 that she should have no compassion on the son of her womb? 
Even these may forget, 
 yet I will not forget you. 
16Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; 
 your walls are continually before me. 
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L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Choral Anthem                     Think About His Love (with Amazing Grace) 
Words by Walt Harrah and John Newton 

Music by Walt Harrah Arr. By Mary McDonald 
©1987 and 2013 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music Lorenz Publishing Co, Dayton, Ohio 45401 

 

Think about his love, Think about his goodness; 
Think about his grace that’s brought us through. 

For as high as the heavens above,  
so great is the measure of our Father’s love. 

 

Great is the measure of our Father’s love. 
How could I forget His mercy? 

And how could I forget His love?  
He satisfies, He satisfies, He satisfies my desires. 

 

Think about his love, think about his goodness; 
Think about his grace that’s brought us through. 

For as high as the heavens above,  
so great is the measure of our Father’s love. 

 

Great is the measure of our Father’s love. 
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound,  

That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind but now I see. 
 

Think about his love, think about his goodness;  
(The Lord has promised good to me,) 

Think about his grace that’s brought us through. 
(His word my hope secures;) 

For as high as the heavens above,  
(He will my shield and portion be) 

so great is the measure of our Father’s love. 
 

(As long as life endures.) 
Great is the measure of our Father's love. 

 

Think about his love, think about his goodness; 
Think about his grace that’s brought us through. 

For as high as the heavens above,  
so great is the measure of our Father’s love. 

 

Great is the measure of our Father's love. 
Great is the measure of our Father's love. 
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Second Reading  1 Corinthians 3:16–20 
L A reading from Corinthians, chapter three. 

16Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 17If anyone 
destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that 
temple. 

18Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let 
him become a fool that he may become wise. 19For the wisdom of this world is folly with 
God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” 20and again, “The Lord knows 
the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 (Please stand as you are able.) 

Third Reading Matthew 5:13–20 
P A reading from Matthew, chapter five. 

13[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness 
be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under 
people’s feet. 

14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do people 
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In 
the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, 
not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore whoever 
relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory  Psalm 119:89; 26:8; Luke 11:28 
P Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 

P Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
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C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
 

579 The Law of God Is Good and Wise 

 

 

 
 
5 The Law is good; but since the fall 

Its holiness condemns us all; 

It dooms us for our sin to die 

And has no pow’r to justify. 
 

6 To Jesus we for refuge flee, 

Who from the curse has set us free, 

And humbly worship at His throne, 

Saved by His grace through faith alone. 

Text: Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 

Text and tune: Public domain 

(You may be seated) 

Sermon  

(Please stand as you are able) 
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Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen.  
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+ CANTICLE + 
 

Te Deum – 940 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name sts. 1–5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 4th cent.; German version Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774, Vienna; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820–1900, alt. 

Tune: Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774, Vienna 

Text and tune: Public domain 

+ PRAYER + 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 
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Prayer of the Church 
A Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs. 
 

 Give counsel and aid, O Lord, for Your people cry to You in weakness and in need. Bless 
and prosper Your Church according to Your purpose (especially at Praise in Maryville), that 
she may be salt and light, giving bold witness to the redemption You have provided in Jesus 
Christ and giving shape to Your love by showing compassion to all in need. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Bless our Synod, her congregations and schools, her pastors, teachers, deaconesses, 
musicians and all her faithful servants. Bless all preparations for the coming convention this 
summer, especially those gathering nominations for elected office. Send laborers into Your 
harvest and sustain those whom You have sent, that they may be faithful and steadfast in 
their work. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A O God, give Your blessing to our homes, to husbands and wives, to the children in their 
care, and to extended family. Guide us to serve each other in love. Make our homes places 
of blessing and peace where Your Word is spoken, forgiveness is shown and love is 
demonstrated in word and deed. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Holy God, according to Your wisdom You establish rulers of this age for a time. Remember 
Donald, our president; William, our governor; and all those You have placed in authority, 
that they might fulfill their duties with wisdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Merciful Lord, give healing to the sick, relief to the suffering, comfort to the grieving and 
peace to the dying [especially _____________]. According to Your will, deliver them from 
their afflictions, sustain them in their struggles and give them patience in their adversities. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Heavenly Father, in Christ Your righteousness goes before us and Your glory is our 
rearguard. Answer our pleas for mercy this day in the gift of Christ’s body and blood, and 
prepare all those who commune to receive Him worthily and joyfully. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Almighty God, endow us with the mind of Christ by the work of Your Spirit, that we do 
not dismiss Your gifts as folly, but judge and discern all things according to Your wisdom. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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A All these things we pray, O Lord, in confidence of Your mercy. Supply us with all things 
needed and beneficial to us and to our faith, and keep from us all things harmful, that we 
may rest our fears in You and be granted a clear conscience and peace; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 
 

Collect of the Day 
P O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying on the hope 

of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect for Grace 
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to 

the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that 
this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, 
being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, 
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Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1] 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 2 Corinthians 13:14 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
 

702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

 

 

 
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808–87 

Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Prayer List 

February 4, 2026 

Thanksgiving 

➢ Linda’s daughter in law, Nicole Debner, had 

uneventful major surgery on Dec 15. 

Grief 

➢ Jennifer Bultman’s father, Malcolm 

Schnitker, died Dec 17. 

➢ Joan Vicary’s brother, James Baker, died 

December 28. 

Cancer 

➢ Karen Stevenson, lung cancer 

➢ The Johnsons’ friend Jack Nolan, cancer 

➢ Mairzy Truex’s friend Jesse Sneed, 

cancer 

➢ Eddie Ryan, Tracy’s brother-in-law, has 

recurrent cancer now in bones. 

➢ Regina Hinkle has recurrent breast cancer. 

➢ Bret’s brother, Ross Cole, has cancer in his 

brain stem. 

➢ Jeannie Nelson’s cousin, Gary Vilbaum, has 

stage four lung cancer. 

Health and other concerns 

➢ Bill Koch, recovering from infection after 

back surgery. 

➢ Charlene Smith is in Methodist Hospital. 

➢ Linda Debner’s daughter, Amy, has severe 

chronic pain. 

➢ Hunter Brown, Jane Miniard’s grandson, 

multiple health issues. 

➢ Deborah Phillips, Jane Miniard’s friend, has 

heart problems. 

➢ The Ogden’s friend, Ricky Radomski , has 

been placed in palliative care. 

➢ Linda’s brother-in-law, Ron Debner, declining 

health. 

➢ Mairzy’s friend, Emy Center, has a recurrent 

pelvic cancer. 

➢ Lloyd Hinkle’s friend, Elise Erickson, has 

chronic pulmonary insufficiency. 

➢ Kelli Evans’ sister, undergoing evaluation for 

TIA or possible stroke. 

➢ Nancy Kuehl recovering from surgery for a 

broken femur on Nov 20, now at home. 

➢ Annette Hansel, Scott’s sister-in-law, has been 

diagnosed with congestive heart failure. 

➢ Linda Debner is traveling to Ohio to help 

with Nicole’s recovery. 

➢ Bridget Hall  has severe gout. 

➢ Mairzy’s friend, Paul Reutter, had surgery last 

week. 

➢ Mairzy Truex has persistent right shoulder 

pain. 

➢ Rev Alex Ogden’s congregations, Family of 

God LC, and St. Stephen’s LC in Detroit. 

➢ Mairzy’s friend, Megan, age 30, has 

disseminated cancer. 

Shut-Ins 
Marti Aperans Bill Koch Natalie Paret 
Virginia Miller Marvin Owens Karen Stevenson 
Leon and Doug Cochran  

 
 

 


