ATTENDANCE: Mar 23 - 29

SUNAAY WOFSHIP ...cueeiiiieeiiiniiennniennntinnnnicssnnsessnsesssassssssssesssssessssssssssssssssasssssssssssnss 68
RYTT3Te V2R of 1 T T ] 18
Lenten Vespers.......iiiiiiieiiiciincnienccsssscssssssssssssssssssssons 38
Mid-Week Studies
e Wed. Morning Bible Class ...........cccccccuueeeeeeeee. 14
e Thursday am Zoom............uueeeeeereccccnnnee 9
BUDGET Status: As of Mar 24
Weekly Budget RECIPLS.......ccccveeereecceerceesceesecneeseeesseesasessnesssssasssasssasssassnes $4,060.00
Total Budget Receipts to date:........cccceceeeeeueeuennenen. $69,866.73
Actual Budget EXPENSES: ........cccceceeieenerinsnnicssnnscssnsessassssssssssssasssssssssssass $54,957.93
Over/ (Short) Anticipated: ...........cceeveeceeceecerccercnecnesnesanessnsssnesasesssssanens $14,908.80
Ratio of Actual to Anticipated: .......c.ccccceveieecaeannnes 127.13%

Mar 23 Noisy Offering ($27.41) . . Current total $1,224.87
Noisy Offering recipients: KARM, Paradox-+Feen-Ctr, Free Medical Clinic, Faith
Quilters, FLC LWM, Venezuela Lutheran Mission in equal shares.

OUR WORK FOR THE LORD - This Sunday

March 30

10:30am

Elder of the Week.........cccconecuuec.. Ray Ogden
Communion Usher(s)......... Aperans/Woody
A-V Technician......ccomeencenecenneens Ken Kaiser
Lay Reader.....venrenreneirereen. Pam Ogden
Offering Reader.........ccccoeceucc. Charlene Smith
Offering Recorder....................... Emma Clark
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Congregational News

This week’s Lenten Supper features meatloaf and is hosted by the BOD.

Koinonia/Theology on Tap, our joint 20s-30s group with Redeemer and St. Paul’s,
meets Friday, April 4, at 6:00pm. See Pastor Lefort for details.

Lutheran Confessions Study Join us and discuss the Augsburg Confession on
alternate Saturdays, at 10:00am in Harriman at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 1658
Roane State Hwy. See Pastor Lefort for more info. Next meeting is April 5.

Group Messaging We use the One-Call messaging system. If you use caller-ID to
screen calls, these notifications will appear as “Toll-Free Call” the most recent phone
number was 877-698-3261. Other numbers may be used in the future. It does not
seem possible to make it say “Faith Lutheran Church”

The Women's Prayer Group in cooperation with LWML is making sleeping
mats from old plastic bags. Join us at 11:00am on the third Monday of each
month and help make mats for people in need. Next session: April 15.

The Men'’s Prayer group meets this Tuesday, April 1 (no joke) in the library.

In case you missed it. During Lent, individual confession is available in the
sanctuary on Sunday mornings from 8:45am to 9:00am and again on Wednesdays
from 4:30pm to 5:00pm.

Holy Week will be here before you know it! We will honor the great Triduum
beginning with Maundy Thursday at 7:00pm, Tre Ore service on Good Friday from
noon to 3:00pm, and Tenebrae Vespers at 7:00pm on Good Friday. There will be an
Easter Vigil at Wartburg on Holy Saturday at 7:00pm. If you would like to carpool,
see Pastor Lefort.

Good Friday is an administrative holiday. The church office will be closed, but the
sanctuary will be open for services.

Easter Services begin at 7:00am with Sunrise Matins in the prayer garden. The
main service will begin as usual at 10:30am.

Adelaide Yoder’'s Wedding is on April 12, 2025 at 2:00pm. RSVP at:
https://www.theknot.com/us/joshua-arquien-and-adelaide-yoder-apr-2025

Call day for Fort Wayne is April 29 and St. Louis is April 30. Watch online to see
where Alex Ogden and Ben Westcoatt are called to serve.
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P Holy Communion
is celebrated on the

Church Office Hours:

Sermons can be found at

7:00am - Sunrise Service
9:30 - Easter Egg Hunt

10:30 - Divine Service £

group - at Faith

10:00am - Women's Prayer

10:00am - Staff Meeting

10:00am - Men's Prayer
group - at Faith

10:00am - Bible Class
Pastor Smith’s afternoon off
6:00pm - Bible Class

7:00pm - Choir Practice

10:00am - Zoom Bible Class

7:00pm - Zoom Bible Class

Pastor Lefort’s Day Off

® . :
19, 39 and 5" Mon & Tues. ... 9:30am — Noon facebook.com/faithoakridge
Sundays of the Recordings are available
month and feast Thurs & Fri......... 9:30am - Noon through the church office
days.
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Lent 4 30| March 31| April 1| Lent Midweek 2| April 3| April 4| April 5
10:00am - Staff Meeting 10:00am - Bible Class Pastor Lefort’s Day Off |10:00am - Confessions
8:15 - Private Confession 10:00am - Zoom Bible Class study — Redeemer LC
9:00 - Sunday School 10:00am - Men's Prayer 4:30pm - Confession 6:00pm at Faith - Harriman
10:30 - Divine Service £ group - at Faith 5:15pm - Lenten Supper Koinonia/Theology on Tap
6:10pm - Lenten Vespers
7:00pm - Choir Practice
Lent s 6 7 8| Lent Midweek 9 10 11 12
10:00am - Staff Meeting 10:00am - Bible Class Circuit Pastors meet at Faith | Pastor Lefort’s Day Off 2:00pm - Adelaide Yoder’'s
8:15 - Private Confession 9:00am - Divine Service £ Wedding
9:00 - Sunday School 4:30pm - Confession 10:00am — Noon: business
10:30 - Divine Service £ 5:15pm - Lenten Supper
6:10pm - Lenten Vespers 6:30pm — BOD meeting
6:00pm - Elders Meet
7:00pm - Choir Practice
Palm Sunday 13| Holy Monday 14| Holy Tuesday 15| Holy Wednesday 16| Maundy Thursday 17| Good Friday 18| Holy Saturday 19
10:00am - Bible Class Office Closed
8:15 - Private Confession 10:00am - Quilters 10:00am - Staff Meeting 7:00pm - Divine Service P
9:00 - Sunday School Noon to 3:00pm - Tre Ore | 7:00pm Easter Vigil
10:30 - Matins 8:00pm — Choir Practice service (at Wartburg)
7:00pm - Tenebrae Vespers
Easter 20| Easter Monday 21 22 23 24 25 26

10:00am - Confessions
study - Redeemer LC
Harriman

Printed on Friday, April 11, 2025 at 11:51 AM
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BIRTHDAYS

Apr 4 - JoAn Feeney
Apr 5 - Deanna Lansdell
Apr 5 - Ken Tobin

Apr 7 - Lise Langley

Apr 7 - Linda Goff

Apr 12 - Cathy Tobin
Apr 14 - Kenneth Kaiser
Apr 16 - Michael Babcock
Apr 18 - Kelli Evans

Apr 18 - Amber Braden
Apr 20 - Hayden Evans
Apr 29 - Charlene Smith
Apr 30 - Jim Hansen

¥ Apr 20 - John and Marti Aperans (42yrs)

Faith in Action

April 2025

2
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Learning to Pray the Psalms

“Lord, teach us to pray!’ So spoke the disciples to Jesus... The phrase ‘learning to pray’ sounds
strange to us. If the heart does not overflow and begin to pray by itself, we say, it will never ‘learn’ to
pray. But it is a dangerous error, surely very widespread among Christians, to think that the heart can
pray by 1tsell. For then we confuse wishes, hopes, sighs, laments, rejoicings—all of which the heart can
do by itselt—with prayer. And we confuse earth and heaven, man and God. Prayer does not mean
simply to pour out one's heart. It means rather to find the way to God and to speak with him,
whether the heart 1s full or empty. No man can do that by himself. For that he needs Jesus
Christ...Only in Jesus Christ are we able to pray, and with him we also know that we shall be heard.

‘And so we must learn to pray. The child learns to speak because his father speaks to him. He learns
the speech of his father. So we learn to speak to God because God has spoken to us and speaks to
us... Repeating God's own words after him, we begin to pray to him. We ought to speak to God and
he wants to hear us, not in the false and confused speech of our heart, but in the clear and pure
speech which God has spoken to us in Jesus Christ. God's speech in_Jesus Christ meets us in the
Holy Scriptures. If we wish to pray with confidence and gladness, then the words of Holy Scripture
will have to be the solid basis of our prayer. For here we know that Jesus Christ, the Word of God,
teaches us to pray. The words which come from God become, then, the steps on which we find our
way to God.”

—Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
Psalms: The Prayer Book of the Bible

Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and Absolution are the three primary sacraments of the
Lutheran Church. But if we were to extend the list, among those things the Lutheran
Confessions say could be considered sacraments is prayer (Apology XIIL.16). Prayer is a

Agnus FETERIBOIT SRS R R T AT BT T wonderful gift, but it comes with dangers. If I am new to prayer, the pressure to perform
Da YOUR PHYSICAL IN CHRIST = IT'S YOUR WOLLD BE NICE IF can discourage me from praying at all (but remember, the Holy Spirit intercedes and makes our
y A NEW APPEARANCE. BAPTISMAL IDENTITY. JUST A HINT OF THAT © . . . .
CREATION B1i2 WOLILD SHOW LP $O 1 b clumsiest prayers perfect; Romans 8:26). If I am experienced in prayer, it can be a source of
( ST "3) P (”’“ B con )s s N i pride—to the point that I judge others or the liturgy for praying differently than I do.
. ‘, & J (f' '; . (/‘J n o (L 'J J\) & Even back in Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s day—Bonhoeffer was a German Lutheran in the
C o . J YR n 4 2 G ) ‘ 1) z time of the Second World War—pietism (the forebear of evangelicalism) had long done its work
N [é \) { 5 [gl \Wi /((’;’“ 4 \) {5’ i g on the German people’s piety, and people thought that ex corde prayers, or ‘prayers from the
'/»( ))*Q (k [ / \ (L [ "( | 9 L] % heart,” were more correct than recited prayers. Surely you yourself have heard something like
Y i e @ 2’; T this. Perhaps you have even heard people say that we shouldn’t pray the Lord’s Prayer word-

for-word, because it’s not from the heart! But When Jesus answered the disciples’ request,

[{g 2l 1 "1 o1 cxwr " /T 1 44 4 AN T T AR oY
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(Message from Pastor, continued)
“Teach us to pray,” he told them: “When you pray, say...” (Luke 11:1-4). The Lotd’s Prayer
is a gift from our God himself. It is the perfect prayer! As Bonhoeffer says, “Every prayer is
contained in it. Whatever is included in the petitions of the Lord’s Prayer is prayed aright;
whatever is not included is no prayer.” It pleases God when we pray to him with those words,
and when we pray it we learn to pray our own prayers too.

But it isn’t just the Lord’s Prayer. Jesus has given us countless prayers to teach us how
to pray in his scriptures. Many of them we call ‘canticles,’ like the Song of Moses (Exodus 15:1-
18) or the Magnificat (LLuke 1:46-55); others we call ‘psalms,” and there are so many of these and
they are so important that they got their own book of the bible.

The word ‘Psalm’ comes from the Greek word for the Hebrew Tebilim, ‘praises.” The
Psalter (another name for the Book of Psalms) is #be book of prayer-songs, and just as every
prayer we could pray is contained in the Lord’s Prayer, every prayer we could pray is contained
in the Psalter. As Luther says, “[the Psalter] penetrates the Lord’s Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
penetrates it, so that it is possible to understand one on the basis of the other and to bring them
into joyful harmony.” In other words, the perfection of the Lord’s Prayer is reflected in the
Psalter and vice versa. What better place to learn how to pray! The Lord’s prayer teaches us
the essence of prayer, and the Psalms are the schoolhouse where we live in prayer and
learn it. Luther said that we must always remain students of the catechism; what we miss is
that, although the Psalter is not one of the 6 chief parts, Luther understood that it was
part of the catechism too! (L.C Preface.7)

But the Psalms, to put it bluntly, are a bit weird, aren’t they? They don’t exactly pray the
way we do...or talk the way we do, or think the way we do! Even worse, the Psalms so rarely
pray for things I actually wanA But maybe we should actually see this as a good thing. As
Bonhoeffer says, “If we are to pray aright, perhaps it is quite necessary that we pray contrary to
our own heart.” They are God’s prayers, after all, and why should we be surprised if the prayers
that we sinful people want to pray are so different from the prayers God wants us to pray?

Prayer is quite simple, but it is also so much more than we think it is. As Bonhoeffer
says in the quote above, when we learn to pray from the words of scripture, those words teach
us to think and pray clearly, and they lead us to God.

Upcoming newsletters will talk more about this and how the Psalter teaches us to think
and know God. Each month we’ll look at one group of Psalms. As Luther parses them out, the
Psalms belong to five categories: 1) Prophecy, 2) Instruction, 3) Comfort, 4)
Prayer/Petition, and 5) Thanks. A Psalm won’t always fit cleanly into just one of these
groups, but it will always fit into at least one. In general, I encourage that you pay close attention
to the Psalms we use in the service, and even make them part of your daily devotions. The Daz/
Lectionary from Lutheran Worship (found on the table in the narthex and under Resources on
the church website) always includes one Psalm each day for this very purpose.

In the Peace I+ of Christ,
Pastor Lefort
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OUR WORK FOR THE LORD - April 2025

April 6 -Lent 5

April 13 - Palm Sunday

10:30am 10:30am

Elder of the Week.......ccccovevveveneineciniin. TBA Elder of the Week......ccoocveeeoneeneceonecnecinee TBA
Communion Elder.........ceneeneinneannes TBA Communion Elder ..., TBA
Communion Usher........cccoeneenicneineannee TBA Communion Usher........coenecneennnnn. TBA
A-V Technician ......c.cceeevverenee. Ruben Popas A-V Technician.............. Bret and Debra Cole
Lay Reader ......ccoevvrrennc. Merry Ann Hansen Lay Reader.......cccovrunrunnee Shirley Levenhagen
Offering Reader ..................... Charlene Smith Offering Reader...................... Charlene Smith
Offering Recorder......................... Emma Clark Offering Recorder........................ Emma Clark

April 17 - Maundy Thursday

April 18 - Good Friday

7:00pm 7:00pm - Tenebrae Vespers

Elder of the Week.......ccccovveneineinecinein. TBA Elder of the Week......cccooeveeonrenereoneinecin TBA
Communion Elder ... TBA Communion Elder ..., N/A
Communion Usher..........cunecnennne. TBA Communion Usher.......ocvecnecnecen. N/A
A-V Technician .......eeeveenernnenn. Ken Kaiser A-V Technician.......cccoeeevreerennee Ruben Popas
Lay Reader ... N/A Lay Reader ... N/A
Offering Reader ..........c........ Charlene Smith Offering Reader.........ccccccc...... Charlene Smith
Offering Recorder ........................ Emma Clark Offering Recorder......................... Emma Clark

April 20 - Easter Main Svc.

April 27 - Easter 2

10:30am 7:00am

Elder of the Week........cccovevveveneinriinein. TBA Elder of the Week.......cooeneeeneeneeeoninern TBA
Communion Elder ... TBA Communion Elder ..., N/A
Communion Usher.......councneceneenne. TBA Communion Usher.......vcnecnecen. N/A
A-V Technician............. Bret and Debra Cole A-V Technician.......cccoeerreeernnnee Ruben Popas
Lay Reader ......coocevcvmerunecuns Linda Kerekes Lay Reader......cocovevncvnerunennne. Aaron Wilson
Offering Reader ........ccu.... Charlene Smith Offering Reader.........cccccuun... Charlene Smith
Offering Recorder ........................ Emma Clark Offering Recorder......................... Emma Clark

Special Services

April 18 - noon-3:00pm Tre Ore Service
April 19 - 7:00pm
April 20 — 7:00am

Easter Vigil (Wartburg)
Easter Sunrise (Prayer Garden)

7:00pm Tenebrae Vespers
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